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Principal’s Report... Dates for the Diary  
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Last Thursday night we held our semester two Disco. The miserable 
weather did not stop us from having a great evening of fun and dancing. 
Thank you to our P&C helpers who provided a delicious BBQ and the 
fantastic glow-products that were such a hit on the dance floor. Thank 
you too, to our dedicated staff who gave up their evenings to be there 
helping and supervising. Finally a huge thank you to our Year Six leaders 
who did an amazing job of promoting, decorating, money collection and 
snacks serving –once again you have shown what a reliable and 
responsible group of young people you are! The disco raised around 
$600 that will go towards our Year Six Farewell and school gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There has been much talk in the media of late about the Gonski funding 
and how important it is for schools. This funding model comes out of the 
research of David Gonski whose report of Australian schools and 
education recommended that school funding be closely linked to the 
needs and complexity of each individual school. This idea was also 
reflected in the NSW department of education’s local Schools Local 
Decisions model which has worked to empower school communities and 
enhance their abilities to make plans and allocate resources to best meet 
the needs of their students. At Hillsborough Public School the funding we 
have received based on this equity model has been invaluable. Among 
many other things our equity funding has allowed us to introduce and 
implement L3 into all our Early Stage One and Stage One classrooms. It 
has enabled us to reallocate staff so we can use the expertise of Mrs 
Hanley, our Reading Recovery tutor, to support our stage one children 
who need further confidence and consolidation in literacy. Our funding 
meant we could access an occupational therapist to work alongside staff 
providing professional learning to help us identify and cater for students 
who would benefit from further development of their fine and gross motor 
skills. Our equity funding has enabled us to work to develop more 
meaningful and authentic Personalised Learning Plans for aboriginal 
students and to purchase resources and staff training to enhance our 
teaching of aboriginal culture.  This funding has had an enormous and 
very real benefit to our school, in our classrooms and for every student. 

Friday 30 October 
Fun a thon - 11:45 

Wednesday 28 October, 4th, 
11th & 18th November 

Kinder 2016 Orientation - 2:15 

Wednesday 9 December 
Year 6 Farewell 

Monday 9 November—Friday 
20 November 
Swim Scheme 

Monday 14 December 
Party Day 

Wednesday 16 December 
Students last day 

Thursday 17 & 18 December 
Staff Development Day 

Friday 11 December 
Presentation Day—9.00 

Thursday 28 January 2016 
Years1-6 return to school 

Tuesday 2 February 2016 
Kinder First Day 

 

UNIFORM 

SHOP 

HOURS 
 

Thursday  

8.30am - 9.30am 



Absent Notes 
The Education Act 1990 requires your child to attend school 
each day that instruction is provided unless prevented from 
doing so by sickness or other good reason. The Act requires 
you to explain your child’s absences within seven days of 
their occurrence. Failure to do so will result in an unjustified 
absence being recorded. This includes late arrivals and 
early leavers. 
If your child’s absence is not explained within 7 days you may 
receive a letter from the school outlining the dates and/or 
times of partial absences requiring an explanation. 

Principal’s Report continued ... 

NSW Health has contacted all schools asking that we alert our 
community to the large increase in Whooping cough diagnoses this 
year. This outbreak is primarily affecting school aged children and here 
at Hillsborough we have had several cases. The Whooping cough fact 
sheet included later in this newsletter, describes the approach to 
effective treatment and prevention. I would recommend all parents read 
this carefully and contact their doctor if they have any concerns. 
 
This Friday is our Fun Run, the major P&C fundraiser for the year, it will 
be a great afternoon for all. The children are very excited and looking 
forward to running around a fun obstacle course and participating in 
novelty events. Students will be working in house teams accruing points 
and having a great time.  As we will be working in teams, students can 
come to school wearing a house coloured t-shirt [please note no 
singlets or midriff tops];  school sports shorts and running shoes. 
Parents are very welcome to come and enjoy the day with us –you may 
like to bring your camp chairs or picnic blankets. Food stalls will be 
available throughout the afternoon [see later in the newsletter for more 
information]. I would like to thank Ansley Hood and Amber Hutton 
whose initiative,  creativity and organisation are second to none, and 
who, supported by a team of fabulous parent volunteers will make this a 
great day for everyone! 
 
Lucinda Farrell 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSEMBLY 
Assemblies are on a fortnightly 
basis on a Tuesday at 2.15pm in 
the hall. Parents are welcome to 
attend. The next assembly day 
will be on Tuesday 10 
November 2015. The item will 
be presented by 2/1S and 1H. 

 

 

 

 
 

The next P&C meeting will 
be Monday 23 November 
2015. AGM 6.00pm and 

general meeting 6.30pm in 
the Staffroom. 

 
 

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND! 

 

School Banking is on  
MONDAY 

 
Last banking day this year 
is Monday 7th December 



HEAD LICE 
NOTIFICATION 

 

There have been several 
outbreaks of head lice 
within the school over the 
last few weeks. 
 

Could all families please 
check their child/rens hair 
on a regular basis and 
treat as necessary. 

We say ‘NO’ 
to nuts 

and nut products 
at Hillsborough Public 

School 

Office News... 

 

Late Arrival & Early Pick Up 
of Students 
 

Parents/carers are advised that 
children who arrive late to school 
need to come to the office to get 
a “Late Arrival” note. 

If you are picking up your child 
early from school, parents/carers 
or a designated person MUST 
come to the office to get an “Early 
Leaver” note before collecting 
their child.  

School banking at HPS is done by a Parent 
Volunteer. If you would like to help with this in 

2016 please inform the office. 







3E has looked at the artist Edvard Munch and one of his works: ‘The Scream’ 

We also learnt the sky colour may well have been a result of the Krakatoa 

explosion in 1883. 

The original as recreated by 3E: 

Our own versions: 



Please read our original versions of William Carlos Williams’  

‘This is Just To Say’ 

3E’s Colour Poems using metaphors 



 

 
Whooping cough information for schools  
There is an outbreak of whooping cough (pertussis) in NSW, mainly affecting school-

aged children.  

Coughing spreads the infection to others nearby. Whooping cough can spread to an-

yone at home, including younger brothers and sisters. Whooping cough can be es-

pecially dangerous for babies. 

Whooping cough starts like a cold and progresses to bouts of coughing that can last 

for many weeks. The infection can occur even in fully-vaccinated children. Older chil-

dren may just have a cough that is persistent and may be worse at night.  

· Children with these symptoms should see a doctor. 

· If your doctor diagnoses whooping cough in your school-aged child, please let 

the school know and keep your child at home until they have taken 5 days of 

antibiotics. Keep coughing children away from babies. 

· Whooping cough vaccines give good protection against infection but immunity 

fades with time. Check that all your children are up to date with their vaccines, 

due at 6 weeks, 4 months, 6 months, 4 years and 12 years of age (offered to 

all Year 7 students through the NSW school-based vaccination program). A 

booster is also recommended at 18 months of age. 

A booster dose of vaccine is also recommended for adults that are in contact with 

young children, such as school staff and parents. Pregnant women are recommend-

ed to have a booster dose during each pregnancy and this is funded by NSW 

Health. Those who are new parents or carers of babies should consult their general 

practitioner about appropriate immunisation. 

Your local public health unit can provide advice about whooping cough on 1300 066 

055 or visit the NSW Health website for information for childcare and schools about 

whooping cough. 






